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consider what was necessarily implied by former deter-
minations of the senate.

The period, my lords, to which this consideration will
necessarily carry us back, is the time at which, after the
late tedious war, a peace was, on whatever terms, con-
cluded with France, It is well known, that the confe-
derates demanded, among other advantages, a cession of
that part of Flanders, which had been for many years in the
possession of Spain, and which opened a way by which the
ambition of the house of Bourbon might make inroads at
pleasure into the dominions of either the Austrians or
Dutch. This they were immediately interested in pre-
venting; and as we knew the necessity of preserving the
equipoise of power, we likewise were remotely engaged to
promote any measures by which it might be secured. In
this demand, therefore, all the confederate powers naturally
united, and by their united influence enforced compliance.
But though it was easy, with no great profundity of poli-
tical knowledge, to discover from whom these provinces
should be taken away, to whom they should be given, was
a question of more difficulty; since they might add to the
power that had opportunities of improving them, such an
increase of commerce and wealth as might defeat the end
for which they were demanded, and destroy the balance of
power, by transferring too much weight into another scale.
And mankind has learned, my lords, by experience, that
exorbitant power will always produce exorbitant pride;
that very few, when they can oppress with security, will
be contained within the bounds of equity by the restraints
of morality or of religion; and that, therefore, the only
method of establishing a lasting peace is to divide power
so equally, that no party may have any certain prospect of
advantage by making war upon another.

For this reason, my lords, it was apparently contrary to
our interest to grant those provinces to those to whom, by
their situation, they might nave been most useful. Such
countries, and such manufactures in the hands of a people
versed, perhaps, beyond all others, both in the science and
the stratagems of trade, and always watchful to improve